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Three types of fire exposures
Direct flame contact Embers Radiant heat

Å Defensible space strategies have focused on how to reduce direct flame contact.
Å Preparing for embers and radiant heat exposures takes a different approach. 



Zone 0 reduces the likelihood of structure ignition by 
reducing the potential fordirect ignition of the structure 
from flame contact, by embers that accumulate at the 
base of a wall, and/or indirect ignitions when embers 
ignite vegetation, vegetative debris or other combustible 
materials located close to the structure that result in 
either a radiant heat and/or a direct flame contact
exposure to the structure.

Zone 0 is the horizontal area within the first five feet 
around the structure and any outbuildings and attached 
decks, and stairs. The zone also includes the area under 
attached decks and stair landings. To be most effective, 
the zone should incorporate a 6-inch vertical area between 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎƛŘƛƴƎΦ 
(Note: the appropriate vertical height would be dependent 
on whether combustibles are retained in Zone 0 and 
coupled with Chapter 7A requirements. The Office of the 
State Fire Marshal is the regulatory authority for this 
vertical zone since this zone would be part of the built 
environment.)

Zone 0 is a critical component of structure defense and, 
when coupled with Zones 1 and Zone 2, is essential to 
defensible space. 

Zone 0 is the 0-Ϋȭ ÐÅÒÉÍÅÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÅÄ 
decks



ɄRock, pavers, statuary, fountains, 
cement

________________________

ɄMature tree

ɄIrrigated and mowed lawn

ɄSynthetic lawn

ɄIrrigated, non-woody plants

ɄDecorative structures

ɄGate or fence that attaches to the 
building

ɄParallel fence

ɄCovered storage facilities

ɄBender board

ɄLandscape materials

ɄPotted plants

ɄGarbage, recycling receptacles

ɄVehicles

ɄHVAC, heat pumps

ɄOutdoor kitchens

ɄAttached patio covers

ɄPortable BBQs

ɄPet and animal structures



ɄRock, pavers, statuary, fountains, cement (7/7)

ɄIrrigated and mowed lawn (5/7)

ɄIrrigated, non-woody plants(5/7)

ɄPotted plants- noncombustible pot (5/7)

ɄMature tree (4/7)

ɄParallel fence (3/7)

ɄBender board (3/7)

ɄCovered storage facilities (0/7)

ɄPotted plants- combustible pot (0/7) 

ɄGate or fence that attaches to the building 
(0/7)

ɄLandscape materials (1/7)

ɄSynthetic lawn (1/7)

ɄDecorative structures (1/7)

ɄEducational strategy for:

ɄGarbage, recycling receptacles

ɄVehicles

ɄHVAC, heat pumps

ɄOutdoor kitchens

ɄAttached patio covers

ɄPortable BBQs

ɄPet and animal structuresLegend: Workgroup votes tallied (7 members voted)
Green- allowable
Orange- needs discussion
Red- not recommended
Yellow- use an educational approach




